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There is no better way to own and appreciate the world's greatest written works. Great Books of the

Western World is one of the most acclaimed publishing feats of our time. Authoritative, accurate,

and complete, this collection represents the essential core of the Western literary canon, compiling

517 of the most significant achievements in literature, history, philosophy, and science into a

color-coded set as handsome as it is affordable. From the ancient classics to the newest

masterpieces of the 20th century, Great Books traces the ideas, stories, and discoveries that have

shaped modern civilization. Volumes 1 and 2 of this collection is the Syntopicon, a unique

two-volume guide (not sold separately) that enables you to investigate a particular idea and

compare what different authors have to say about it. The Syntopicon comprises a new kind of

reference work -- accomplishing for ideas what the dictionary accomplishes for words and the

encyclopaedia accomplishes for facts. Also included is the Great Conversation, featuring fascinating

background information, extensive timelines, photos, and quotes from the classic works and their

authors. 60 volumes Individual Volume Size: 9 1/2" H x 1"-2" W (Across Spine) x 6 1/2" D Overall

Width of Set: 65"(5'5") Special colors on the Great Books' spines guide you quickly to the four

subject areas -



Let's be honest about these books. The print is cramped, the translations are hideous, and the

selections are indeed rooted in a view of Great Books and Great Ideas that, while still quite vibrant,

is less robust than it was in 1955. But no one in full control of their senses would sit down and read

from cover to cover the Dante, the Homer, the Aristotle found in this set.All true. But none of that

matters. What you are buying here is the first three volumes (especially volumes 2 & 3) and their

attendant reference set. I've owned the set for 20 years and found it invaluable because of those

three first volumes. Here's how they work:Volume 1, The Great Conversation, is essentially an

inspirational text centered on the importance of a broad Liberal Education, as set against other

views of education. You may take or leave it. The treasure house is the next two volumes.The

Syntopicon (volumes 2-3 of the set) is an index of 100 fundamental concepts that built the

Euromerican mind and cultural vision. To give you an idea, here is a sample of the Great Ideas:Art,

Beauty, Cause, Chance, Democracy, Desire, Emotion, Eternity, Family, God, Good and Evil,

Government, Habit, Happiness, History, Immortality, Infinity, Justice, Labor, Language, Life and

Death, Love, Mathematics, Matter, Memory, Oligarchy, Progress, Prophecy, Quantity, Religion,

Rhetoric, Sin, Soul, State, Time, Truth. War and Peace, Wisdom.... you get the idea: Big Ideas.Each

of the 100 ideas is introduced with a brief essay that explains it and attempts to sketch out how it

has been viewed throughout Western history. The essays are not dumbed down, but most of them

are perfectly accessible to most of us. After this introductory essay, there follows an index of

virtually every significant reference to that idea in every author in the set; you are given page

numbers within this set of books.THAT is what you are buying.Want to see how Plato's idea of

"Punishment" differs from Rousseau's? Just look it up in the Syntopicon, and follow the indexed

references. Want to know how "Animal" was dealt with in Montesquieu, William James, and Freud?

Go to the Syntopicon.Certainly, once I have looked up the references in the GBWW volume on

Plato, I will give the text a read there; but if my interest leads me to want a deeper view, I'll also go

to other sources -- more accurate translations, even the original texts, if I have that language -- and

read the better translations &c in those books. But I start with the Syntopicon. If tracing out the

history of the main ideas that shaped Western civilization appeals to you, this is your set of Great

Books.Thus: this is not a set of books you buy to read for pleasure, curled up by the fire on a rainy

day. By that standard, this set would be an abysmal failure. But this IS a set of books you would use

as one of the most powerful reference libraries you can put on your shelf. By that criteria, you

cannot find a better anywhere today, online or otherwise.



I bought this set for my grandchildren. The kids are still too young, but these books will soon be

gone. Thoughts from the greatest minds on the most compelling subjects for 3,000 years.

After recently purchasing the 54 volume set at an absolute barging here on , I have begun the long

journey of reading through the material presented. This review will focus mainly on the content of

the books, how it is presented, and how accessible is the material to the average reader. On my

initial reaction upon receiving the books, I was please to find how easy it was to locate specific

authors. Unlike standard encyclopedias, this set is presented with each author having their own

dedicated volume. This is a feature I liked very much, as I do most of my reading on the go. After

examining the text, I must say I was disappointed with the fine print and how condensed the

material is. I don't have the best eyesight, so I have found it challenging at times to trod through the

material. I have also found that the translations in some volumes are not very accessible to the

average reader (The basis of this critique is directed mainly at the claims made by Encyclopedia

Britannica, to present these books to the average household reader).The material presented,

particularly the great philosophers, is dense academic text, not very easy to get through.My final

criticism is the selection of works presented. Western philosophy has influences from all over the

globe and from all cultures. In a history as complex as the west, the volumes presented are a little

arrogant in its premise that the cornerstone of Western philosophy is the sum of these authors, as it

does not include indigenous works, feminist authors or anything in the way of eastern philosophy.

That said, I think what you do have is an excellent selection of some of the great thinkers of our past

that continue to inform and shape our society, and is a must for those who are interested in gaining

a deeper understanding of their work.

My son asked for these books. They are beautiful and comprehensive.

Was just as described. Of the 60 books only 4 or 5 were not sealed in factory plastic wrap. And

those books had not been opened as the pages gave that new books "crackle" as I opened them.

Largest order every on , nervous but was very pleased.

Great item, highly recommend.....

Outstanding set of books I plan on reading for years to come. Received in fabulous condition,

individually wrapped.



While we have all read some of the works, and few of us will read everyone, it is nice to have such a

nice collection in one place. Excellent fulfillment experience.
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